The Story of British Diplomacy
In 1896 the Venezuela incident formed one of the subjects with which Lord Salisbury had to deal. It belonged to a class of questions periodically aoitatino- between Whitehall and Washington. The
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Venezuela and British Guiana frontier became debatable immediately after the cession of Guiana to England by the 1814 treaty with Holland. In and subsequently to 1836, the controversy was complicated by the Monroe Doctrine, which, as has already incidentally been seen, was largely due to Canning's suggestion to the United States president. The experiences of 1896 confirmed Lord Salisbury's conviction that we could never fight the United States. Moreover, there is to-day a pretty general assumption that since the conclusion of those international arrangements from which by name Germany had been omitted, England has become involved in a half promise to back France against the consequences, and this half promise would, in case of need, be kept as though it were a real one. Here the attitude of the Foreign Office under a Liberal Secretary of State is the same as under a Conservative. Sir Edward Grey himself spoke of crowning the policy of Lord Lansdowne by an understanding with Russia and with Spain. The patriots of Persia may complain of their country being divided into English and Russian spheres of influence, as well as of their efforts after constitutional rule being discouraged by statesmen who themselves belong to the " Mother of Parliaments/* The Egyptian reformers used the same sort of language five-and-forty years ago. Then, as now, foreign censures were impartially distributed between
both our political parties and their leaders.    Periodi-
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